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Cancer and COVID-19
2020 has been a year of great change. What has SOAR been up to?

After our schools transitioned into online learning mid-March, SOAR has been working
remotely in quarantine. Although most of our chapters were unable to follow through with
their plans for this semester because of the extraordinary circumstances, SOAR’s executive
board has been creating new projects to not only spread the awareness of the impacts of
cancer, but also the impacts of COVID-19. Through our online series (more info below), we
are asking for donations! All donations made through August 15th will be going to the
Greater Houston COVID-19 Recovery Fund.

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO:
CHAPTERS

DeBakey High School Chapter
Our DeBakey Chapter worked with Pura Vida bracelets to raise
money for the bracelets’ respective causes as well as the CDP
COVID-19 Response Fund:
The DeBakey High School SOAR Chapter raised $280
to give to the CDP COVID-19 Response Fund and
other charities. They sold bracelets originally from
Pura Vida, a company that donates the proceeds
made to a variety of charities around the world. The
money used to buy the bracelets were donated to
these various charities. The chapter members had a
combined total of 98 volunteer hours! The members
worked to sell the bracelets remotely during
quarantine, and they were able to sell 55 bracelets!

Taylor High School Chapter
The THS SOAR chapter wrote cards for hospitals before school was canceled:
Taylor High was able to spend time at the beginning of this semester writing encouraging
letters and cards for patients. Approximately 20 members got together and wrote 40 notes
to deliver to their local hospital. They also designed sweatshirts to build their camaraderie
as a chapter and spread awareness of SOAR around their school. Before COVID-19 hit, THS
SOAR had also planned a Spring Picnic Outing Fundraiser, but unfortunately had to cancel
because of the unprecedented circumstances.

Although it was cut short, congrats to all of our chapters for a
successful school year!
DeBakey High School
Memorial High School
Taylor High School
Tompkins High School

Want to start your own chapter for the next year? Fill out our form at
www.soarabove.co/contact

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO:
EXECUTIVE BOARD

2020 Scholarship Recipients
Two high school cancer survivors were selected to receive
$1000 each to help fund their college education.
Last February, high school seniors Brandon Hertzendorf and
Taima Ronish were chosen out of a cohort of applicants.
Recipients were chosen for their academic readiness/potential,
experience and growth with cancer, and financial need.
Brandon is planning to attend University of Florida this fall and
hopes to use the scholarship money to pursue his dreams of
becoming a pediatric psychologist. Taima will be matriculating
to Wheaton College and will be a part of their track and field
team. Congratulations Brandon and Taima! Thank you for

everyone who applied, we were thoroughly impressed with all the applicants.

COVID Relief Grant
SOAR has pledged to award two recipients $2000 in grants.
Amidst the current economic downturn due to COVID-19, SOAR will
be giving out grants to two cancer patients or survivors that are
currently financially burdened by the effects of the pandemic.
Applicants can download the application form and information page
at www.soarabove.co/grant. All forms and supplementary
documents must be sent to info.soarabove@gmail.com by July 31st,
2020, 11:59 CST.

COVID & Cancer Online Video Series
This summer, SOAR is releasing a series of videos to better
understand COVID’s impact on the cancer community.
Starting July 1st, the SOAR Youtube Channel is posting a webinar
styled interview with an oncologist, a survivor, a nurse, or a
non-profit organizer guest every Wednesday. Thank you to
everyone who has tuned in the past three weeks! And please
donate through our website or through
the link
http://www.donorbox.org/soarabove to support the Greater
Houston COVID-19 Recovery Fund!

We are proud to announce the next few webinar guests! Episode
four will feature Childhood Spitzoid Malignant Melanoma Skin
Cancer survivor and 2020 SOAR to College Scholarship recipient
Taima Ronish and her mother April Vashaw!
Episode five we’ll be interviewing Erica G. Esprit
RN, CHW, a nurse at Houston Methodist Cancer
Center at West! If you have any questions or
topics you would like these wonderful women to
address in the webinar, submit them to the below
Google form:
https://tinyurl.com/asksoarwebinar

SOAR & MORE:
SPOTLIGHTING OTHER ORGANIZATIONS, INDIVIDUAL, & EVENT IN CANCER FIELDS

Ramsey’s Funeral GoFundMe
On July 1st, 2020, Ramsey Diaz, a videogame-loving,
merengue-dancing young man, passed away after a life-long
battle with brain cancer (medulloblastoma).
Ramsey’s brother, Randy, has created a GoFundMe to raise
money for a funeral as his family has been experiencing
financial difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic. If you
would like to contribute, click on the link below.
https://www.gofundme.com/f/Longliveramsey

GET TO KNOW THE CORE OF SOAR:
EXECUTIVE BOARD

We’ve decided to dedicate a section in our newsletter to getting to know the members of
SOAR! In this edition, we’ve decided to feature two members of our executive board.

Crystal Wang, Founder & CEO
What school do you go to?
Harvard University
Sweet or Savory?
Savory!
If you could have any superpower, what would it be
and why?
The ability to read minds because knowledge is power!
What motivates you?

All the people in the world who are fighting to create change and justice everyday. I know
that if other people are brave enough to put themselves out there, that I can learn from
them and do my part.
Why did you join SOAR?
I wanted to help out my community seeing that so many people were affected by cancer,
including many members of my own family. I knew that I could make a difference and
inspire others to do so too.

Nina Solevyeva, CFO
What school do you go to?
California Institute of Technology (Caltech)
Sweet or Savory?
Sweet!
If you could have any superpower, what would it be
and why?
It would be to teleport so I could go anywhere.
What’s your dream job? Why?
Something related to machine learning.
Why did you join SOAR?
I joined to help cancer patients in our community.
READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE
Check out our social media: Facebook
Instagram
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